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How MUCH WATER Do WELLS USE? 
TIle amount of water used by home wells is usually very small in relation to 

the amount of ground water that is stored beneath the surface. Water reaching a 
well has come from rain & snow infiltrating the ground. Most wells receive their 
recharge water from within a mile or two of the well. Let's do some simple math. 

Assum e an area ofone acre receiv es an average of 35" ofprecipitation a yem: 
Lei 'S assume 5" ofthat soaks down 10 become ground wat er. How man y gottons 
in a year are replenished o ver )U$I 0111' acre ? 

One acre is 43,560 square f eel . Five illches is 0.42 of a f oot . So each year 
J8,15(Jcubic feet of water soak into the ground over one acre. There are 7.48 1 
gallons in a cubic f oot Which means ,11m fi ve inches of rain. reaching ground 
water ove r one acre, will recharg e 135,780 gallons a year, This IS much more 
than is used bv m OSI families, and nlJJSI wells draw water from a much larger area 
than one acre! 

Do YO N EED A WATER SOFTENER'! 

D o you find that your soap isn't cleaning as efficiently as you wou ld like'? Does your bathtub have a tough- to-clean residue? 
T hen you may have hard water which is common in areas where wells are in limestone. Hard water, caused by the nat ur­

al (ami non harm ful) minerals, calcium and magnes ium, can also leave scale inside pipe and hot \ ater tanks. This ca n lead to 
less effective water flow and heal efficiency. 

Do you need a water . oftene r? It may be your best solution. Water softeners are inexpensive to operate and casy to use. Most 
softeners work on an ion-exchan te process and consist of a tank containing resin . The resin is soa ked in brine and has sodium 
ions attached to it. Thi. resin "likes" calcium and magnesium ions more than sod ium ions. so when water containing calcium 
and magnesium passes through resin. the hardness ions are attracted to the resin and the sodiu m ions are released. The water 
oftener is trading sodium ions for calcium and magnesium ions; hence the term lon-e:rchange . [if you are on a low- 'odium diet. 

it is best to consult your doctor before regu larly drin king oftened water.) 

There is NOT a one-size-fits-all water softener! Beware of the door-to-door sales person who has no expertise in water che m­
istry, Make sure you have a qualified specialist asse s your need and correctly insta ll dependable equipment. The only way to 
check that your system is. et correctly and working properly is to have a certified water laboratory periodically check the hard­
ness levels, Keep a record of the results with your well and water syste m documents. 

(YOU DO HAVE ALL YOUR WELL DOCU 'IE NTS SA LV STORED IN ONE PLACE, DON 'T YOU'!) 
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