
Fixing Iron Problems in Well Water
 

I ron compounds are common in rocks and soil. are easily 

dissolved in water. and occur in many ground water sup­

plies. Iron concentrations of as little as one pan per million 

can cause rusty stains on laundry and bathroom fixtures: not a 

health risk, but a nuisance. Water softeners can remove low 

concentrations of iron if no bacteria arc present, but most iron 

problems require a specific conditioning solution, 

The most commonly used iron filters remove irOI1 by chang­

ing it from soluble ferrous iron to insoluble ferric iron. The 

resulting rust particles are then trapped ill the filter bed. Most 

iron fillers have an automatic backwash device activated by a 

timer. 

If you have an iron problem, consul! an expert . There is 

rarely a simple one-size-fits-a ll solution to water condi tioning 

problems. 

This is NOT a Wind-Mill 

I t is really very simple. A mill mills and a pump pumps, 
Wind can be used to operate mills and wind can be used to 

operate pumps. The device in the picture (photograph taken in 
Nebraska), is used to pump water from below ground. When 
wind j ~ used to pump water, the correct term for the pumping 
device is therefore "Wind-Pump." lsri't it?! 

MTBE AND GROUND WATER· 

W HAT' S IT ALL ABOUT'? 

COlli tnued [rom page I 

Once in the sub-surface. MTBE can soon move to deeper 

rock layers. It has a small molecular size and doesn't easily 

attach to soils or sediments. Small concentrations of MTBE 

have been found in publi c water systems. In 1997 the EPA 

suggested restricting MTBE levels to 20 to 40 parts per billion 

or below. MTBE is difficult and expensive to remove from 

water. 

There is no better example of the adage that prevention is 

better than cure. 

Communities now need to add an extra layer 01 ground 

water v i ~ilance to ensure that MTBE is not lurking as a threat 

10 drinking water, Water utilities will be checking municipal 

supplies, but homes with wells in suburban areas or close to 

gas stations would be advised to check with their local health 

departments or state environmental agencies to see if any 

MTBE has been detected in the area. Fortunately. even at low 

levels of MTBE in drinking water there is a nasty smell. 

If you ha veil 't smelled it - it probably isn't there. 

Water Well Basics Video Now Available 
A 15 minute vide o inform s and edu cates audiences about 
the basic components of a Wille r well system. It sho ws. step 
by step, the processes of well drilling, well construction and 
equ ipment installation tha t enables water from geologic 
formations to safely reach the kitchen till" It demonstrates 
the ad vantages of an indep end ent use r-owned wa ter well 
system and shows the professional services provided by the 
water well industry. 

$24 ($22 for members), Call AGWT (603)-228-5444 
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TOPICS IN N EXT ISSUE: 

• Choosin g a Well Contrac tor 
• How Pumps \Vork 
• Garden Irrigation 
• Carbon Filt er-s 

DID YOU KNOW? 

...	 It is estimated that 54111 of ALL the annual river flow in the U.S. (including the Mississippi), results from natural 

ground water di. charge. In addition. ground water provides water to most wetlands. and moi ture for v ' gelation 

with root at or ncar the water table. 

...	 Agricultural irri gation accounts for 63o/r of annual ground water usc in the U.S. A further 190/ is used for public 

drinking water suppl. . 5% for domestic and commercial water supply from private wells. and most of the rest is 

used by industry. mining. and for stock watering. 
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realiors. healt}; '!fJidals. a«.
 
Call tlu: Trust '.lffk t"for mllrt! information.
 

WATER TRIVIA 

-. "Water' was the last word spoken by President Ulysses Grant. 

-. Koala bears do n OI drink water, (but baby koalas do drink their 

mother's milk l) 

... Human blood is 830/(' water. Watermelons are 94% water. 

... Grand Rapids. Michigan. was the first city to add fluoride to i Is 

water supply. 

--+ Wetlands cover 6% of the world's land surface and they occur in 

all climates and countries, from the tundra to the tropics. 
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