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TOPICS IN N EXT ISSUE: 
• Lead in Drinking Water 
• Back-up Generators 
• "Shock" Chlorination 
• Huw Pressure Tanks "'ork 

GARDEN IRRIGATION 

Gardening (lawns. flowers, shrubs or vegetables) is a major leisure time occupation for millions of Americans. One of the 
keys to successful gardening is to ensure that plants receive the light amount of water at the right lime. Mother nature is 

very fickle about when to send rain. However, the development of plastics technology. mass production, and aggressive manu­
facturer and retail competition has now made lawn and garden irrigation systems affordable for homeowners . A visit to the 
garden section of a large hardware store or a visit to your local nursery will reveal a wealth of products from the simple to the 
sophis ticated. 

Well owners can design irrigation systems suited to the yield of their well and the capability of the weII pump. Many well 
contractors have developed a garden irrigation side to their business. Homeowners with utility water supply in the house often 
prefer the chlorine-free well water for garden use (not to mention the cost savings"). 

The key to responsible use of ground water resources is 10 aim for maximum irrigation efficiency with minimum energy 
usc and optimum water conservation. You need to understand the water requirements of your plants and make usc of devices 
uch as drip systems, soak hoses and timers for lawn irrigation. IFyou are in a Slate that has cold winters don 't forget to drain 

your buried irrigation lines in the fall. 

A great source for garden irrigation information is to click on the web sites of the major irrigation equipment companies. 
To find them, contact the Irrigation As ociation home page and click on the Links section! www.irrigation.org]. 

Published by: DID You KNow? 
....	 The top five states for the number of home s with private we lls are: 

Michigan. Pennsylvania, North Carolina, New York and Florida. 

....	 The top five states for homes with private well s as a percen tage of their 
stare's population are : Maine, New Hampshire . Vermont, Wisconsin and 
North Carolina. 

....	 Twenty million hom es in the U.S. have their own on-site waste water 
disposal systems. 

....	 Are lakes and ponds the same thing? According 10 the exp erts at the U.S. 
Board on Geographic Names, whose job it is to approve place names that 
appear on federal maps. all natural bodies of inland water are lakes. 
regard less or size . 

....	 In 1518, Martin Luther declared lhat divining for water was a violat ion"of 
the Bible's First Commandment. 

....	 The Amazon River has a length of 3,900 miles: the Missi ssippi/Missouri 
River has a length of 3,860 miles. (Lets get that Delta out another 40 miles!) 


