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A IVIES AGE FROM THE PUBLI HER 

Thi.' fall "The U.S. Wa fer Report " will be published. 
The papers in this Report rv to assess the current 

needs of the water industry and project the infrastruc­
ture investment required t solve America's 21st Century 
water supply ernands. The Trust is among the organiza­
tion' asked to contribute to the publication. Our paper in 
the report. "Private Wells - A Permanent Ingredient of 

Rural l~lft'r Supply " at irrus our belief that ALL ground 
water sources will be part of future water supply solutions. 
There will be an additional 100 million people in the .S. 
by 2050! 

Large municipal water systems. rural water utilities. clus­
ter wells. erving a few homes and individual home wells 
are ALL part of th solution to U water upply needs. No 
one means of dcliv ring water can. or should, claim t be 
superior to any other. Safe and dependable water can be. 
and is. pr vid d by all sizes of system. ALL well-owners. 
whether larg water utility. a farmer or home owner need to 
exerci. c common sense and r sponsibility in maintaining 
their well.' and protecting ground water. 

A4vv~~ 
And rew W. Stone 

Ame rican Ground ;Vater Trust 

L EAD AND P LUMBING 

N
atural occurrence of lead in ground water is very 

rare but there is clear medical evidence that lead is 

harmful, e .pecially for child ren. Most household danger 

from lead results from breathing in dust particles from 

old lead based paint. The principal health concern relat­

ed to drinking water arises when water comes in contact 

with old lead pipes or with plumbing that has lead-ba sed 

solder to jo in pipes. Lead in drinking water is not good 

news. However it is easy to test for lead, and not diffi­

cult to solve problems from lead in drinking water. 

The risk problem occurs whe n water is acidic , (pH 

below 7) and can dissolve small quantities of lead. 

Homeowners should check the pH of their well water. 

especially houses built before 1987, when lead solder 

C:::::::::lac:::::::::::::: was banned. It makes 
______ ~~ good sense to test for 

~ lead. The lead test is not 

II[j complex or expensive. Many 

hardwa re stores sell do-it­

yourself lead testing kits 

although a certified 

water-testing laboratory 

will provide a more 

acc urate lead test. 

Always use the sample bottle provided by the laboratory 

and follow water sampling directions. Lead tests should 

be taken in the kitchen first thing in the morning. You 

want to sample the water that has been in contact with 

the pipes overni ght. DON 'T run the tap before taking a 

water sample for a lead test. If the water sample test 

result shows a level of lead above the EPA action limit of 

15 parts per billion you should seek advice. 

Controlling the pH of your water is usua lly less 

ex pensive than replacing your plumbing system. 

Keeping your water at or around a pH of 7 can be 

achieved by using water conditioning equipment that 

increases the alkalinity of water by passing it through 

granular lime or calcium carbonate particles. Carbon fil­

ters can remo ve lead from water. Before resorting to an 

expensive treatment solu tion do a repeat water test for 

lead and pH. For more information about lead in drink­

ing water visit the Trust' s web site at www.agwt.org . 

/It'lping residents, businesses and[arms that 11.\1' private water II't'II.\' maintain safe, reliable, 
cost-effectiv« wafer supplies and ensure a sustainable local environment. 



TOPICS IN ISSUE NtJ,\IDER 4: 
•	 Radon 

V lr radiation 

D ID YOU KNOW? 

•	 Government timates of the co I to upgrade and maintain America's water and wast wat r infrastructure over 
the next 20 year range between $ 130 to 350 billion. 

•	 President Nixon . igned the Nati nal Environmental Poli y Act on January I, 1970. This was the fi rst mea. ure 

to enforce environmental impact tarements a. a precondition of projects receiving federal funding. 

•	 There are old mine,' with high radon Ie els in the Rocky Mountain.' which people isit specifically to breath-in 

the radon-laden air becau e they believe that radon gashas curative properties. 
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ma y he purchased in bul k by health officia ls,
 

realtors, homeowners associations,
 
contractu , laboratories etc.
 

Call the Trust ul IC for more information.
 

W ATER TRIVIA 

• Approximately 2.1 perc ent of the world's total water supply is 

stored in the earth's icec aps and glaci ers. About 0.6 percent of the 

total water supply is stored as ground wate r. 

• The worl d 's high est earth and roc k cored dam is the Rogun da m 

in Russia. The top of the dam is 335 meters ( 1099 feet) above the 

lowest foundation. 

• Between 1976 and 1 9~6 the average annual per capita con ­

sumption of bottled water increased from 1.5 gallons to 5.7 ga llons. 

During that time, the volume of imported bouled water increased 

from 1.2 million ga llons to 30.8 mill ion gallons. 
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