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TOPICS IN U PCOMING ISSUES 

• Point Of Use (POU) and Point of Entry (POE) Treatment 
• Homeowner Benefits of Water Conservation 
• How Old is Your Well Water? 
• Regulations Relating To Home Well Construction 

OW TO "OPEN Up AND CLOSE DOWN" A SUMMER Ol\'IE 

Owning a surruner home requires regular maintenance for general upkeep. Your surruner home 

water well should be on the routine checklist. Most private wells will operate trouble-free for 

many years with periodic inspections and maintenance. Many summer hom es, cottages or cabins do 

not have wells designed and constructed to modern standards. If you have a dug well or a shallow jrd~~~iE@!l~ 
well point as a supply source, you need to be particularly careful about checking the water quality. 

During extended periods of inactivity, well water may pick up unpleasant odors and tastes from 

reactions between the minerals in the soil and rock and the oxygen entering through the well. When "opening up ," your first step 

in checking the water quality is to turn on every tap and faucet in and out of the house for five minutes. Thi s will remove any stale 

water that has been sitting in the pipes and pressure tank and will also begin to flush the well itself . Depending on the diameter 
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and depth of your well, the rate of inflow, the minerals in your aquifer 

and other factor s, you may have to run the pump for half an hour or 

longer to stimulate the inflow of "new" water into the well and 

effecti vely clear all the "old" stored water from the well. 

Next, have your water tested for bacteria and nitrates. A home test 

kit from a hardware store may be satisfactory as an initial check. If 
a positi ve bacteria result or nitrate level above 10 mill igrams per 

liter (ppm) is found, it is recorrun ended that a local state-certifi ed lab 

do a follow-up water test. Bottled water should be used for drinking 

in the interim . These and other tests are recommended for all private 

wells including those in seasonal use and are listed on the Trust's 

website "Ground Water Information" page (www.agwt.org), Keep 

a record of the water test result s so you can compare them from year 

to year and identify any trends in water quality. Thi s may be 

particularly importan t if there is new construction taking place 

around your surruner home. The annual test information may help 

alert you to potential water quality problems. 

If water tests show the presence of bact eria, first disinfect the well 

(www. agwt.org has detail s on the disinfection process). If the 
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