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OMEO NER ENEFITS OF WATER CONSERVATION
 

Should homeowners on individual well s be concerned about water conser vation? The immediate 
answer is yes, even if your well is in a pro ductive aquifer. For a start, conservation saves you 

money. Th e less water yo u use, the less time your water pump and hot wa ter hea ter opera te, whic h 
redu ces yo ur energy bill. Lower water usage may also reduce your se wer bi ll o r aid in the prop er 
operation of your sep tic system . If too much water is flushed into a sep tic sys tem it may inhibi t the natural 
bacte rial action and sett ling process. which could lead to premature fa ilure of the system and potentially 
contaminate nearby surface and groundwater. 

Excessive pumping can lower ground wa ter levels. Pum ping fro m dee per in the aquifer uses more energy. 
Where there are several we lls in the same aq uifer, excess ive use in one well ca n ca use problems in adjacent well s. Not on ly is 
gro und wa ter of importance as a supp ly source for hom es, but ground wa ter also supplies many streams , ponds and we tlands . A 
Excessive ground water use can therefore hav e a de trimen tal effec t on the natural enviro nment. U 
Even though water is a renewable resource, it is advisable not to withdraw and consume more than can naturally be replenished. Many 
communities are try ing to educate peo ple on the importance of water and the concept of sustain ability in order to prevent water shortages and 
to avoid taking more drastic measures such as wa ter rationing. Many bus inesses and water utilities actively promote water conservation in 
order to meet increasing demands for water without having to incur huge infrastruc ture cos ts in providing for add itional storage and 
distribution. Here are some tips that you can follow to reduce your daily wate r use and your monthly energy bill. 
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• Fix leaky faucets and valves (a slow leak can waste thousands of gall ons 
a year) 

• Instal l water effic ien t appliances and fix tures (new cloth es washers use 
less than half the wa ter of older models) 

• Operate the dishwasher and was hing mac hine with full loads 

• Keep a pitcher of water in the fridge to avoid run ning the tap wat er
 
until it is co ld
 

• Place a plast ic jug filled with sand in the toilet tank to take up space 
(unless you already have a low-flush toilet) 

• Insulate hot wa ter hea ters and pipes (reduces	 the amount of wa ter
 
needed to ru n before hot wate r delivery)
 

• Tum off the faucet when brushi ng your teeth, shav ing or washing dishes 

• Tak e shorter showers and install a low -flow shower head (avai lable
 
from hardware stores)
 

• Water your garden and lawn in the evening or ear ly morning to avoid 
excessive mois ture loss (during the heat of the day eva poration rates are 
greatest) 

Virtually all of America's 15 million home wells operate on the basis of 
sustainability, The more home wells there are, continued on page 2 


